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Plan for the session

• This evening’s session will be broken into two sections: 
1. Key dates
2. Key members of staff
3. How do I support my child academically? 
4. How do I support my child’s mental health? Kooth – social media/watsapp
5. Contacting the school  - watsapp groups parents/ supporting the school to 

work together 
6. Options  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of tonight’s event is to give you some more information to support your child this year. Sometimes pupils tend to think that Year 9 is a ‘nothing’ year. They’ve completed a year at secondary school, they’re not picking their options yet but it really is an important year as it helps to build on those foundations that were built last year. We hope that this evening’s presentation will go some way to alleviate some of the stress and anxiety you will feel as parents. We will begin by mentioning some of the key dates in the school calendar that will be important for you, before moving on to giving you the names of some important points of contact at school. We will then look at how you can support your child academically this year and some things to be aware of to support your child’s mental health this year. Finally, we will discuss how you can get in contact with us. This evening will finish with some time to meet your child’s mentor, who will provide their email address and phone number so that you can get in contact. 



Key date
• 29th February Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

• Report – end of this term (December date TBC).

• Report – Start of the summer term (date TBC).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The school calendar can be found on the website, and details all the events that are taking place. Upcoming events and activities are also advertised in the weekly Parent Newsletter, which you will receive each Friday afternoon. They will get one report at the end of this term, and another at the start of the Summer term to help inform their option choices.In March, you will have an opportunity to meet your child’s teachers to get a report on their progress so far and what your child needs to do to make further progress. Our parents’ Evenings are conducted remotely and you will receive a letter detailing how to book your appointments and use the system on the night. You are unlikely to be able to see all your child’s teachers due to the number of pupils involved. We would therefore advise that you prioritise the subjects that you see. At the end of the Summer Term, you will receive your end of year reports, and the pupils will have a series of enrichment events in and outside of school, including our annual Sports Day. 



Key members of staff – Year Leader and 
Leadership link
• Mairead Gibbons- Head of Year 9

• Jonathan Miller– Assistant Headteacher who oversees 
Year 9



Key staff members - mentors
9S Ms Tang 

9A Ms Ward

9I Ms Basilious 

9N Ms Wood

9T Ms O’Grady

9C Ms Butlin

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The mentor is the key person in school for your child and for you. If your child has an issue, we would ask that they speak to their mentor or to a member of staff they trust in school. If you are concerned or need to get in touch, we ask that you speak to your child’s mentor in the first instance. The mentor knows your child the best, and will be able to help you or them. The mentors are: 



Key staff members – safeguarding, well-being 
and SEND
• Anessa Lee – Designated Safeguarding Lead
• Jonathan Miller -  Designated Safeguarding Lead 

• Elise Mussett - Safeguarding and Well-Being Co-Ordinator

• Catherine Bull – SENCo
SEND@saintcecilias.london

• Natalie Burman
• Head of Pupil Support

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Safeguarding is a priority for us as a school. Our Safeguarding leads are Anessa Lee and Jonathan Miller, both assistant Headteachers We also have Elise Mussett who is our safeguarding and wellbeing co-ordinator, who will often check in with pupils on a regular basis where required. For pupils with SEN, a key person to note is Catherine Bull, our SENCO. We ask that you email your child’s mentor in the first instance, or if it is a particular SEND question, that you email SEND@saintcecilias.London. 

mailto:SEND@saintcecilias.london


How do I support my child academically?

• A list of the topics covered this year is available on the website. 

• We do not expect you to buy any textbooks to support the learning 
this year. 

• Support your child by asking questions about what they are learning, 
and look into trips, documentaries or books that link with their topic. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How to support your child academically. We want our pupils to be engaged in their learning, and to continue learning beyond the classroom. This might involve watching a TV documentary, or taking a non-fiction book out the library, or go to a museum. We provide a list of topics for the year so that you can see what they are studying and help them to find materials to support their learning. If your child is looking for materials to support their learning, their first port of call should be the School Library, which has a range of materials aimed specifically at their age group. Our librarians can also support them in finding materials related to topics, and point them in the right direction. We are also creating reading lists for subjects and topics on the Library site, so that pupils are signposted on where to find the information they need. Make sure that your child is getting an early night, eating breakfast, and not staying up on social media. There’s been so many incidents over the years where pupils have been staying up late, and parents have not been aware as they just assumed that they are in bed, but often pupils stay up mindlessly scrolling. You may want to buy study guides, but the best way to revise is to go over their class notes, make mind maps etc. For English, it helps to reread texts, revise quotes. IF you feel stuck and think that your child is not doing what they should, do not hesitate to seek advice from their subject teachers. 



Stay involved! 

• Offer to be a study buddy when required. 
• Spend time asking your child what they are learning at school. 
• Encourage your child to go over what they have learnt to cement the 

information. 
• Get them to teach you about a topic they have just learnt. 
• Go to the library to get books out on the topic they are learning. 
• Visit a museum to look at exhibitions that might help. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The most effective thing you can do as a parent is to stay involved. You may get the teenage grunt in not too long when you ask questions about what they are learning, or the shrug of the shoulder (I promise you we are teaching them and it is not an indication of not setting them work!) but it is so important to stay involved and be part of your child’s learning. 



Transition between Year 8 – Year 9

The T word 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Being a teachers, we notice certain stages of pupils. In Year 7, they are usually not embarrassed to come in with their big fluffy pencil cases, they will happily read and everyone wants to read their answers out in class  - fast forward to the end of year 8 and they start becoming more self-conscious. They worry more about what their peers think. Year 9 is usually the time where we see relationships flourish, or breakdown – both romantically and platonic You will be glad to know that towards the end of this year, and into year 10, they start to settle down, feel more comfortable and stable.To us, it may seem trivial, but to them it is the biggest thing going on in their lives – a lot of this is fuelled by social media, and unfortunately, we do see a rise in mental health issues. 



Social Media – why it’s important to check 
their phones. 
• To make sure they are not being cyberbullied.
• To ensure they are not viewing inappropriate content.
• To see who they are talking to and what kind of conversations they 

are having.
• To learn more about their life and make sure that they aren’t in any 

dangerous situations.
• To teach them to be good digital citizens.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please, do check your child’s social media.To make sure they are not being cyberbullied.To ensure they are not viewing inappropriate content.To see who they are talking to and what kind of conversations they are having.To learn more about their life and make sure that they aren’t in any dangerous situations.To teach them to be good digital citizens.



Communicating with us

• Your child’s mentor is your first point of call. 
• Your child has been given their mentor’s email address today, to pass 

to you. 

• Our school policy is to respond to all emails within 2 working days. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your child will come into contact with many adults throughout the day – from their teachers, to our PSAs, to their mentors.This can make it difficult for you to know who to contact if there's something you'd like to discuss.Your child's mentor is the first point of contact.  Pupils were given their mentor's email address earlier today to pass on to you.  Mentors will do their best to answer any questions, or they'll direct you to the person who can.If you have a query for the SEND team please email SEND@saintcecilias.london.  This will ensure your query gets to the appropriate member of the team as soon as possible.We may not be able to reply to emails immediately, but we will make sure that you receive a response within 48 hours.  Most mentors teach a full timetable, so the best way to get in contact with them is by email.  If appropriate, we will then arrange a time for a phone call or for you to come in and meet with us face to face.  I know this is a big change compared to primary school, but it’s the best was to ensure your questions are answers.Please also be aware of what you are saying in front of your child: a teacher was told that their parent doesn’t like me and refers to me in a derogatory way, in the same way that other staff have had pupils say that the parents don’t like them and discuss this in their WhatsApp groups. Please can we work together and  communicate in a professional way. 



Options 2024  - Over to Mr Miller 

• Options Event – 1st February 
• Parents Evening 29th February – talk to possible 

options teachers
• One-to-one discussion for final choices – 18th April 

2024
• Summer – options confirmed

• https://www.saintcecilias.london/year9keystage4pre
ferences

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
They will have a virtual KS4 curriculum evening on Thursday 1st February.  There will be subject videos and KS4 booklet released prior to the evening so they can sit down with their child and go through the various subjects. They should watch the videos and read the booklet, and submit questions for CTLs to answer… The 1st Feb event: The first half will be me going through the process, considerations, EBacc/Progress8 requirements etc. The second half they will sign up for workshops for different subjects (4 slots). The CTLs will answer questions that have been submitted.  They have Parents Evening on 29th February so they can check their child is making good progress to be able to take the GCSE with their current teacher.   18th April – SLT/SENCO/YL one-to-one discussion on options, making final choices.  Options confirmed during Summer 2.  They have 3 options. One of which needs to be History, Geography, French, Spanish or Computing.  With best wishes-�

https://www.saintcecilias.london/year9keystage4preferences
https://www.saintcecilias.london/year9keystage4preferences


Options 2024 Support

•Mentor
•Subject Teachers
•Catherine Young – Careers Advisor
CYoung@saintcecilias.london

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Catherine will meet key pupils after Christmas to talk through options

mailto:CYoung@saintcecilias.london


Your child at our school

Saint Cecilia’s Church of England School

www.saintcecilias.london

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
That's it from us!Thank you for coming this evening.  
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